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Madam Chairman,

At the very outset I would like to present to you 

our congratulations for your reelection as Chairman/Rapporteur of 

the Seventh Session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populat

ions and commend you for your Mhtiring work in the field of the 

promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms 

of indigenous populations.

Madam Chairman, the Brazilian Delegation would

like to express its satisfaction for the note of optimism of your 

introductory statement to the Working Group, which indicated the 

progress of the process of consolidation of indigenous rights in 

human rights fora and NGO's activities, over the last year.

Brazil is also part of this positive trend. During 

the last session, I have pointed out the fact that Brazil was in 

the process of drafting its new Constitution and our hopes that 

it would be a forward-looking text, as far as the protection of 

human rights is concerned and, particularly, the safeguard of the 

rights and legitimate expectations of Brazilian indigenous popu

lations.

Madam Chairman, I am pleased to announce today, in 

this forum, that the Brazilian Constitution, adopted on 5 October 

1988, includes a whole chapter - Chapter VIII, dedicated to the 

protection of indigenous rights in our country.



2.

In this connection, Article 231 recognizes indi

genous rights to their "own social organization, practices, lan

guage, religious belief and traditions". Furthermore, it esta

blishes "the originary rights of indigenous populations to the 

land traditionally occupied by them, being the responsability of 

the Government to demarcate and protect them and to ensure res

pect for everything that constitutes their property". Moreover, 

paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 determine that "the indians are entitled 

to the permanent ownership of the lands traditionally occupied by 

them, including the exclusive fruition or enjoyment of existing 

soil resources, rivers and lakes"; that "the rights for the uti

lisation of water resources, including energy potential, research 

and the exploitation of mineral resources existing in indigenous 

areas, will be effective only by previous authorization from the 

National Congress, taking into account the interests of affected 

\ communities, with due respect to their legal rights to participât 

\ ion in the results of exploitation"; and that "the lands tradi- 

\ tionally occupied by the Indians are inalienable and indisposable 

and the Indians’ rights over them are imprescriptible".

I still would like to mention Article 232, which 

concerns the indigenous rights to judicial defence and Article 

210, paragraph 2, which ensures that, besides the utilisation of 

their own language, the indigenous communities are entitled to 

utilize their own methods of teaching.

In this connection, I would like to point out that 

Document E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/1989/2 contains further information by 

the Brazilian Government specifically on the measures to ensure
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the safety, health and integrity of the Yanomami indigenous popu

lations .

I would also like to recall that from 1910 to 1985 

the Brazilian Government demarcated approximately 12 million hec

tares of indigenous land. During the present administration, to

tal demarcated land amounts to approximately 30 million hectares. 

The Constitutional chapter which deals with temporary measures, 

establishes, in its Article 67, that the whole process of demar

cation of indigenous land should be concluded by November 1993.

Madam Chairman, I would like to turn now to item 

5 of our agenda, concerning standard setting activities.

Last year, Madam Chairman, the Brazilian Delegat

ion had already stated that the main thrust of the working paper 

presented by you, containing the draft preambular paragraphs and 

principles for insertion into a universal declaration on indigen

ous rights, pointed to the right direction and should be encourag 

ed.

In the light of the adoption of the Brazilian Cons

titution, I am pleased to express our agreement, in principle, to
. i .  . . '

the initiative of drafting a universal declaration of indigenous 

rights. It is, however, our understanding that the preliminary 

draft text contained in document E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/33 is yet to 

be subjected to further consideration, so as to be improved and 

refined, in order to be totally compatible with the relevant in

ternational instruments in the field of human rights and to in

clude the specific positions of Member States on the subjeGt. In 

this connection, the Working Group will be soon receiving in wri_t



ten form, specific comments by the Brazilian Government, on the 

revised draft of the Universal Declaration on Rights of Indigen

ous Peoples, as containes in the above mentioned document. It 

goes without saying that those comments will be drafted in the 

framework of the provisions contained in Chapter VIII of the Bra

zilian Constitution, as mentioned in the beginning of this inter

vention.

I still would like to express our agreement to the 

approach to the task as proposed by you in paragraphs 10 to 17 of 

the document previously referred to.

Finally, Madam Chairman, I would like to mention 

that Brazil was one of the countries invited to send an expert to 

participate in the Seminar on the effects of racism and racial 

discrimination on the social and economic relations between in

digenous peoples and States, held at Geneva, from 16 to 20 Janua- 

ry, 1989, which represented a most useful occasion to M w  cons

tructive consideration of a broad range of relevant problems re

lating to this issue.

Madam Chairman,

I would like to end on a positive note, just like

I have started.

This meeting is truly representantive and democra
cy ¿ni**

tic. Under your inspiring leadea^-"Ship\fand” complex issues are 

examined in depth and breadth.



My Delegation has benefitted from views expressed 

from all quarters and from the vigorous commitment shown by a 

number of NGO's.

Let us keep our sense of purpose and direction. 

The Brazilian Delegation predges itself to remain open minded and 

to seek to further the rights of Brazilian indigenous populations 

in particular, and the rights of indigenous peoples, anywhere.

Thank you, Madam Chairman.


